2025 CASH Campaign of Maryland Legislative Wrap-Up
The CASH (Creating Assets, Savings and Hope) Campaign of
Maryland is a nonprofit organization that seeks to promote
CA M PA I G N economic advancement for low-to-moderate income individuals

OF MARYLAND and families in Baltimore and across Maryland.

During the 2025 legislative session in Annapolis, the CASH Campaign’s policy
team actively advocated for policies aimed at enhancing financial well-being.
Our top priority was centered on advancing economic opportunities for the low-
to-moderate income individuals and families we serve.
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Advancing Equity and Opportunity for CASH Clients

Protecting Tax Credits for Maryland Families: In a year marked by a three-billion-dollar
state budget deficit, deep cuts to programs were considered, including the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC), which remains one of the most effective tools for supporting
low-income workers- You must have earned a wage to receive it. The CASH Campaign,
co-leading the Tax Credits for Maryland Families Coalition, successfully advocated to
protect EITC in its current form. While we were not able to secure expansion this session,
preventing any rollback was a critical victory for Maryland families. We also achieved an
important improvement to the Maryland Child Tax Credit by eliminating the cliff effect.
Rather than ending abruptly at fifteen thousand dollars of income, the credit will now
phase out gradually, allowing more families who are just above the income threshold to
continue receiving much-needed support. These efforts reflect our continued
commitment to advancing economic opportunity and financial security for all
Marylanders.

Maryland Fair Taxation for Justice-Involved Individuals Act (HB 634) (In partnership
with Helping Ourselves to Transform): With the passage of HB 634, Maryland has taken a
significant step toward easing financial burdens for justice-involved individuals. The new
Maryland Fair Taxation for Justice-Involved Individuals Act allows eligible individuals to
enter into installment payment plans and receive waivers on interest and penalties for
past-due income taxes that were unpaid during incarceration. This program ensures that
those re-entering society have a fair opportunity to achieve financial stability, making it
easier for low-to-moderate income families to recover from financial hardships and move

toward economic self-sufficiency.
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Federal Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program - Employee Certification and
Awareness Materials (HB 795) (In partnership with MD Center for Collegiate Financial
Wellness (MCCFW) & Student Borrower Protection Center): HB 795 strengthens access
to the federal Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) Program by requiring public
service employers to streamline employment certification and provide awareness
materials. This law directly benefits low-to-moderate income individuals employed in
public service roles by making it easier to qualify for and navigate the PSLF process. By
reducing barriers to student loan forgiveness, Maryland is ensuring that workers in
education, healthcare, and nonprofit sectors can build financial security while continuing
to serve their communities. By establishing these requirements at the state level,
Maryland ensures that its public service workers have the necessary support to navigate
the PSLF process, regardless of federal policy changes. This proactive approach
underscores the importance of state-level protections to maintain financial stability for
public servants amid shifting federal landscapes.

Hospitals - Financial Assistance and Collection of Debts - Policies (HB 268) (In
partnership with End Medical Debt Maryland): Strengthens protections for patients
facing medical debt by expanding financial assistance requirements and tightening
restrictions on hospital debt collection practices. Under this bill, hospitals must provide
free medically necessary care to patients earning up to 200% of the federal poverty level
and limit monthly payments for income-based plans. The law also delays when interest
may accrue on medical debt and prohibits lawsuits against patients with low outstanding
balances. These reforms will help low-to-moderate income families avoid aggressive debt
collection, maintain financial stability, and access needed care without fear of long-term
financial harm.

Access to Counsel in Evictions (SB 154) (In partnership with Renters United Maryland
(RUM)): CASH supported SB 154 because it directly protects our clients from the
devastating consequences of eviction. Without legal representation, many tenants are
unable to effectively defend themselves in court, leading to loss of housing, damaged
credit, and long-term barriers to stability. We regularly hear from clients who are facing
these challenges alone. This bill will help prevent these outcomes by giving renters a real
opportunity to stay housed, maintain stability for their families, and avoid being pushed
further into poverty. Keeping this program funded means more Marylanders will have the
tools they need to fight for their homes.
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Landlord and Tenant - Procedures for Failure to Pay Rent, Breach of Lease, and Tenant
Holding Over (HB 767) (In partnership with RUM): CASH supported HB 767, known as
the Tenant Possessions Recovery Act, which establishes procedures for landlords to
provide notice to tenants when a court has issued a warrant of restitution for failure to
pay rent, breach of lease, or tenant holding over. The bill requires landlords to give
tenants at least 14 days' written notice before executing an eviction, and mandates that
tenants have 10 days after eviction to reclaim their personal property. This legislation
directly benefits our clients by ensuring they receive adequate notice of eviction
proceedings and have the opportunity to collect their belongings, thereby reducing the
risk of sudden homelessness and loss of essential items. By advocating for HB 767, we
have helped to promote housing stability and protect the dignity of families facing
eviction.

Therapeutic Child Care Grant Extension (HB 185) (In partnership with The ARC
Maryland): CASH supported HB 185 to extend the Therapeutic Child Care Grant Program,
which funds providers offering early education environments tailored for children with
disabilities. During our administration of Baltimore City's Guaranteed Income pilot, we
heard directly from parents about the difficulty of finding childcare that can meet their
children’s specific needs. This lack of accessible and appropriate care often prevents
parents from entering the workforce or accessing other support. HB 185 helps close that
gap by expanding high-quality therapeutic childcare options and supporting families
working to improve their financial well-being.

Fair Share for Maryland Act (HB 1014/SB 859) (In partnership with the Fair Share
Maryland Coalition): CASH strongly supported the Fair Share for Maryland Act, a
comprehensive legislation aimed at closing corporate tax loopholes and adjusting income
tax rates to ensure equitable contributions from the state’s wealthiest residents. Although
the bill did not pass, the coalition’s efforts contributed to the inclusion of certain
provisions in the state budget.

The legislature approved approximately $1.6 billion in new revenue for the general fund
and the transportation trust fund. These changes include new tax brackets for the highest
earners, a 2% surtax on capital gains for individuals with very high incomes, and a 20%
increase in the standard deduction. In addition to raising revenue, these reforms also
make the tax code more responsive to the needs of working families. The redesign of
Maryland’s Child Tax Credit is especially important to our clients. Instead of cutting off
families at a hard income limit, the new structure gradually reduces the credit for those
earning between $15,000 and $24,000. This change provides more consistent support to
families who are working to improve their financial stability. CASH remains committed to
advocating for policies that promote financial stability and fairness for all Marylanders.
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Missed Opportunities for Progress

Unemployment Insurance Benefit Modernization (SB 752/HB 554): Although SB 752 did
not pass this session, the CASH Campaign strongly supported this bill to modernize
Maryland’s Unemployment Insurance (Ul) system. Ul is one of the most important safety
nets for workers who lose their jobs through no fault of their own. Right now, Maryland’s
weekly Ul benefits are far too low to cover basic needs like food, housing, and
transportation. This bill would have increased weekly benefits, so they more accurately
reflect what workers earn, helping them stay afloat while looking for new work. Although
the bill did not pass, CASH remains committed to strengthening these safety nets for
Marylanders.

Delaying Paid Family Leave (HB 102): HB 102 passed the legislature and it will delay the
implementation Maryland’s Family and Medical Leave Insurance (FAMLI) program until
2028. Delaying the FAMLI program forces over 247,000 Marylanders to choose between
their health and income. Each day of delay leaves hardworking families without the
security they deserve, while other states move ahead, leaving Maryland behind. CASH will
continue to work with the Time to Care Coalition to advocate for a strong FAMLI program
that will be implemented without delay.

A Step Backward for Consumer Protections

Commercial Law - Credit Regulation - Earned Wage Access and Credit Modernization
(HB 1294) (Opposed in partnership with the National Consumer Law Center & Center
for Responsible Lending): This session marked the second year of CASH’s work to
address the growing Earned Wage Access industry. Last year, despite extensive
conversations, industry representatives refused to acknowledge that these products
function as loans. This year, HB 1294 included an important recognition that these are
indeed loans. However, the bill that passed, strongly supported by industry and House
Economic Matters Committee Chair Wilson, does not go far enough to protect
consumers. It exempts these products from many of the core protections included in
Maryland’s small dollar loan law, including the longstanding 33% interest rate cap. Most
concerning is the bill’s allowance of “tips,” which encourages borrowers to tip their lender
in order to access their own wages. For many of our clients who are already financially
stretched, this practice is both inappropriate and harmful. What should be a
straightforward transaction turns into a confusing and costly arrangement that preys on
financial insecurity. CASH remains committed to advocating for strong consumer
protections.
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