
During the 2026 legislative session in Annapolis, the CASH Campaign’s policy
team actively advocated for policies aimed at enhancing financial well-being.
Our top priority was centered on advancing economic opportunities for the

low-to-moderate income individuals and families we serve. 

Advancing Equity and Opportunity for CASH
Clients 

The CASH (Creating Assets, Savings and Hope) Campaign of
Maryland is a nonprofit organization that seeks to promote

economic advancement for low-to-moderate income individuals
and families in Baltimore and across Maryland.  

2026 CASH Campaign of Maryland Legislative Wrap-Up 

90 Days 106 Bills
Tracked

80 Bills
Supported

27 Bills
Passed

For more information, please visit www.cashmd.org or contact Tonaeya Moore at tonaeya@cashmd.org 

Earned Wage Access Consumer Protection (SB 94) (In partnership with
Economic Action Maryland Fund and Center for Responsible Lending):
Bill: Establishes strong guardrails for Earned Wage Access (EWA) and payday-
style loan apps by banning tipping, closing loopholes that allow tips to function as
hidden fees, requiring refunds of unlawful charges, and ensuring these products
comply with state and federal consumer lending laws, including anti-
discrimination protections. The bill responds to prior legislation that allowed these
products to operate outside of Maryland’s longstanding payday lending
safeguards. 

Outcome: Protects over 100,000 Maryland workers from hidden fees and high-
cost borrowing practices that can quietly drain paychecks. Workers should not
have to tip to access their own paycheck. By eliminating deceptive fee structures
and restoring fair lending protections, the bill ensures that accessing earned
wages does not come with added costs, overdraft risks, or cycles of debt. This
strengthens financial stability for workers navigating the gap between when
expenses occur and when paychecks arrive. 
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Cash Payment Protection (HB 191):
Bill: Prohibits retailers from refusing cash payments, requiring credit or debit card
use, or charging fees for paying in cash in certain in-person transactions, and
classifies violations as unfair or deceptive trade practices under Maryland
consumer protection law.  

Outcome: People in Maryland can still pay with cash when they shop in person at
certain businesses. They will not be forced to use a card or pay extra fees. This
helps people who do not have bank accounts or do not want to use cards.

Vulnerable Adult Banking Protection Act (HB 1008 / SB 753) (In partnership
with AARP MD):
Bill: Authorizes financial institutions to delay or deny suspicious transactions
when financial exploitation of seniors or vulnerable adults is suspected, and
requires coordination with law enforcement and protective services, as well as
disclosure of relevant financial records to support investigations. 

Outcome: Helps stop scams before money is taken. It protects older adults and
others who may be at risk, so they can keep their money safe.

Unsolicited Loan Protection (SB 582) (In partnership with Economic Action MD
Fund): 
Bill: Prohibits creditors from sending unsolicited checks (also known as live
checks) or negotiable instruments that function as loans, and ensures that
individuals who receive and deposit these checks are not automatically liable for
repayment under certain circumstances. 

Outcome: Protects consumers from deceptive lending practices that can trap
individuals into unintended debt, particularly benefiting those who may
unknowingly accept high-cost loans disguised as checks. 

Increasing Consumer Protections 
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Strengthening the Safety Net for Workers 

Temporary Cash Assistance Protection (HB 1490) (In partnership with Public
Justice Center): 
Bill: Prohibits the Department of Human Services from denying, reducing, or
terminating Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA) when an individual has “good
cause” for not cooperating with child support requirements, including when
cooperation may be against the best interest of the child. 

Outcome: Protects families from losing critical cash assistance due to unsafe or
harmful child support requirements, ensuring survivors and vulnerable caregivers
can maintain financial stability without being forced into situations that may put
them or their children at risk. 

Ensuring Economic Security for Marylanders 

Earned Income Tax Credit Outreach & Implementation Study (HB 735 / SB 519): 
Bill: Delays implementation of the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) Assistance
Program and requires the Comptroller and Department of Service and Civic
Innovation to study and recommend strategies to improve outreach, increase
uptake, and better connect low-income Marylanders to tax credits and related
supports.  

Outcome: Builds a stronger EITC by improving outreach and access, helping make
sure people who qualify actually get their cash benefits, and supporting better
program delivery over time.

Access to Menstrual Hygiene Products in Higher Education (HB 457): 
Bill: Requires institutions of higher education with on-campus housing to provide
free menstrual hygiene products in student health centers and/or accessible
campus locations for students. 

Outcome: Reduces financial barriers for students by ensuring access to essential
hygiene products, supporting health, dignity, and consistent participation in
education, particularly for low-income students. 
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Local Child Tax Credit Authorization (HB 363 / SB 468): 
Bill: Authorizes counties to create and provide a local Child Tax Credit against
county income taxes for eligible families with dependent children. 

Outcome: Creates a pathway for local governments to deliver direct financial
support to families, helping offset the cost of raising children and advancing
economic stability at the local level. 

Financial Access & Community Investment (HB 259 / SB 43): 
Bill: Strengthens and expands the Maryland Community Investment Venture Fund
(MCIV Fund) by extending state matching funds, creating new incentives for
banks and credit unions to invest in underserved communities, and updating
financial regulations to support broader access to capital and financial services. 

Outcome: Increases investment in low to moderate-income communities by
encouraging financial institutions to expand access to capital, resources, and
banking services.

Data Privacy & Consumer Protection (HB 711) (In partnership with We Are CASA): 
Bill: Prohibits companies from selling consumer data to government entities for
immigration enforcement purposes, requires safeguards around access to public
records, and strengthens protections around how sensitive personal data is shared
and used.  

Outcome: Keeps people’s personal information more private and safe. It stops
companies from sharing data in ways that could be used to harm people. This helps
protect families and builds trust that personal information will be handled the right
way.
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Missed Opportunities for Progress

Unemployment Insurance Modernization Act (HB 188/ SB 3): 
Bill: Updates how unemployment insurance (UI) benefits are calculated, including
tying benefit levels to state average wages and adjusting the taxable wage base
and earnings deductions. 

Desired Outcome: Would help workers get unemployment benefits that better
match today’s wages and cost of living. This means people who lose their jobs
could get enough money to help pay for basic needs while they look for new
work.
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Maryland Financial Empowerment Center Network (HB 676/ SB 518):
Bill: Establishes a statewide Financial Empowerment Center Network to provide
free, one-on-one financial counseling and coaching services through regional
centers. 

Desired Outcome: Would have expanded access to trusted, free financial
counseling across the state and helped individuals reduce debt, improve credit,
and build long-term financial stability, particularly for low-income households. 
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Earned Income Tax Credit Expansion (HB 542/ SB 377) (In partnership with
Maryland Center on Economic Policy):
Bill: Expands eligibility for Maryland’s Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) for
individuals without qualifying children by increasing the income thresholds at
which the credit phases out and indexing those thresholds to inflation.

Desired Outcome: Would have increased access to cash support for low-income
workers without children and helped more individuals qualify for the credit and
boosting incomes for those often excluded from traditional family-based tax
benefits.
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