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2024 CASH Campaign of Maryland Legislative Wrap-Up

The non-profit CASH (Creating Assets, Savings and Hope) Campaign of Maryland seeks to promote economic
advancement for low-to-moderate income individuals and families in Baltimore and across Maryland.

CASH Priority Wins

Ensuring Economic Security for Marylanders

CASH supported the Office of the Comptroller of Maryland on several bills and give thanks to the Comptroller
for being a strong ally and partner for our work.

¢ Increasing CASH Campaign’s Annual State Grant (HB 451): CASH’s annual state grant has been
increased to $800,000, so CASH and its partners can continue to support low-income families.
Increasing CASH’s state grant will help strengthen the free tax preparation infrastructure which will
help Maryland families receive their full refunds. These funds will help CASH and its partners meet the
constantly rising demand for free tax preparation services across Maryland. CASH subgrants these and
other leveraged funds to 19 partners in 14 counties.

¢ The Individual Income Tax Credit Eligibility Awareness Campaign (HB 845 / SB 1105) will allocate
funding for the Comptroller to implement an individual income tax credit eligibility awareness
campaign to identify and encourage individuals to apply for income tax credits.

e The Stop Scam Tax Preparers Act (SB 675 / HB 452) will establish requirements for the Maryland tax
preparer industry that will protect consumers when they file their taxes.

e The Electronic Tax and Fee Return Filing Requirements Bill (HB 455 / SB 677) will establish a gradual
process to move all tax filings online to reduce the risk of scams and fraudulent activity for taxpayers,
as well as increase the quality of the user experience.

Financial Well-Being on Campuses (HB 811): CASH supported HB 811 which will create a thorough financial
coaching program for young adults as well as establish new positions of financial well-being coaches at the
University of Maryland College Park and Morgan State University. This pilot program will benefit both college
students and the workforce in Maryland.

Earned Wage Access: Among the hottest consumer finance topics in recent years is the proliferation of online
lenders offering cash advances, including the subset of those lenders who offer earned wage advances (EWA).
These are very short-term loans of small dollar amounts that users, often low-wage workers, can access
through a smartphone app. This session, CASH worked with the regulators, consumer advocates, and legislators
towards a bill that would protect employees and not create loopholes for other lenders (HB 246). The industry
proposed competing bills (SB 998 / HB 1425). Proposed amendments to the regulator bill required CASH to
work with consumer advocates to ensure that the bill did not pass. Ultimately, the amendments were not
considered by Senate Finance and the bill did not move forward. Any future bill must honor Maryland’s
historical protection of borrowers.

Strengthening the Safety Net for Workers

Raising the Minimum SNAP Benefit (HB 666): The MD SNAP Supplemental Coalition, led by Maryland Hunger
Solutions, worked to ensure that the minimum SNAP Benefit amount would be raised from $40 to $50 per
month, and the age requirement for receiving SNAP was reduced from 62 to 60 years old.

For more information, please visit www.cashmd.org or contact Tonaeya Moore at tonaeya@cashmd.org
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CASH-Supported Wins, Led by Awesome Partners!

Housing (Priority for CASH’s Guaranteed Income Participants): CASH is a member of Renters United Maryland
(RUM) which advocates for renters to live in safe and affordable housing and have security of tenure. CASH
supported many bills to protect Maryland renters like holding landlords accountable for refusing to fix
dangerous conditions that threaten the lives, health, and safety of their tenants (HB 1117), limiting a tenant's
liability for rent to not more than 2 months' rent after the date on which the tenant vacates a leased premises
if a physician or psychologist completes a form specifying that the tenant has a mental disorder (HB 93) and
requiring landlords provide notice of gas and electricity services to tenants (HB 139 / SB 171).

Providing Resources to Families (HB 336 / SB 592) (Priority for CASH’s Guaranteed Income Participants): CASH
advocated to require schools to provide information about the Maryland ABLE Program during individualized
education program (IEP) meetings for children with disabilities. ABLE Accounts are a product that allows
individuals with disabilities to build wealth and independence, cover financial emergencies, and pay for
expensive health care needs. IEP meetings serve as a family’s way to ensure that their children receive support
at school. They can also serve as a way for families to be connected to resources that will help them outside the
school system.

Healthcare for Immigrant Families (HB 728 / SB 705): CASH partnered with CASA to advocate for legislation
that will expand the Affordable Care Act to all Marylanders, regardless of their immigration status. Maryland
has the fifth-highest percentage of the immigrant population in the US - leaving one of the most significant
percentages of residents without care. The passage of this bill is a crucial step in addressing access to care for
all Marylanders.

Medical Debt (HB 328): CASH is a part of the End Maryland Medical Debt coalition, which advocated removing
barriers for low-income Marylanders to receive financial assistance at hospitals. HB 328 eliminates asset and
service/geography tests when a Marylander is eligible to receive free or reduced cost care due to their income.
This will reduce the risk of low-income Marylanders incurring burdensome medical debt due to their assets or
visiting a hospital that is not in their zip code.

Wage Range Transparency (HB 649 / SB 525): Alongside Maryland Rise, Economic Action Maryland, Public
Justice Center and the Maryland Center on Economic Policy, CASH advocated for strengthening Maryland’s
equal pay laws by requiring transparency around salary ranges in job postings. The CASH Campaign of Maryland
already implements transparent job listings that include the salary range, benefits, and other compensation to
help address the persistent gender- and race-based wage gaps that are holding back Maryland women. This bill
will ensure that all employers are required to include a position’s salary with their job postings.

For more information, please visit www.cashmd.org or contact Tonaeya Moore at tonaeya@cashmd.org
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Unfinished Business

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) Expansions for Single Filers (HB 608): CASH co-leads, along with Maryland
Center on Economic Policy, the Tax Credits for Maryland Families Coalition. Over 20 organizations across the
state advocated for tax credits for low-income families.

Even with the win last session of passing the Family Prosperity Act, there is still work to be done to expand the
EITC enough to cover more low-income workers who are unable to claim dependents. CASH will continue to
advocate expanding the maximum income level for single filers unable to claim dependents to better align with
our state's increased minimum wage.

Strengthening Ul (HB 205): Social safety nets such as Unemployment Insurance (Ul) are put in place to provide
individuals with the ability to survive. Unfortunately, Maryland’s Ul program does not offer enough weekly
benefit for claimants to be supported until they find employment. We will continue to work to ensure claimants
have adequate support until they are reconnected to the workforce.

CASH will continue to promote economic advancement for low-to-moderate income individuals and families
through supporting legislation that will increase the financial stability of Marylanders. This includes legislation
that supports accessible and affordable transportation, increases access to utilities, strengthens workers'
connection to the workforce, increases consumer protections, and supports nonprofits who do essential work
across the state.

For more information, please visit www.cashmd.org or contact Tonaeya Moore at tonaeya@cashmd.org
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